
For safety reasons, NES maintains a minimum 
clearance around our poles of 10 feet for trees and 
3 feet for shrubs. 

If a tree is diseased, dying, storm-damaged or likely to
be severely deformed by necessary trimming, NES
will remove the tree. Trees near low-voltage service
lines that run to individual homes and businesses
will not be removed.

Tree limbs and debris will be picked up by NES 
contractors within seven working days. If a 
customer prefers, they may hire a certified and
trained tree arborist to trim their trees at their 
own expense. The trees must be trimmed to meet
NES standards and clearance guidelines. NES 
maintains the right to perform any additional 
trimming that may be needed to meet these 
guidelines. NES does not allow private contractors
to trim around 69kV or higher transmission lines.

NES TREE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM

Trees growing directly under and within 15 feet to
20 feet of power lines are difficult to trim and still
maintain the best tree shape possible.  At times, it is
best to remove the tree. NES uses a Tree Replacement
Program when it is necessary to remove trees located
too close to power lines. They are replaced with
small, maturing trees on a case-by-case basis, 
considering factors such as location, species and
site condition.

SELECTING THE RIGHT TREE 
OR SHRUB

Use these illustrations to help determine which tree or
shrub is right for your property and your neighborhood
before you plant.

• Be sure to look up and down. Trees grow to varying
heights and spread at their maturity.

• Consider the tree’s or shrub’s location relative to
power lines, both overhead and underground.

• In neighborhoods where NES installs underground 
utilities, please follow the guidelines to the right if
you are considering planting shrubs around the
padmount transformer.

Small Tree Zone -
Mature height should not
exceed 20 feet (Cedar,
Magnolia, Dogwood,
Hawthorn, Crabapple) -
Plant at least 10 feet
from pole, street light or
NES equipment.

Plant 3 feet to 10 feet
from pole.

Large Tree Zone -
Mature height is 60 feet
and taller (Hackberry,
Silver Maple, Pine,
Sycamore, Poplar,
Ailanthus) - Plant at least 
45 feet from pole, street
light or NES equipment.

Medium Tree Zone -
Mature height is 50 feet
(Oak, Spruce, Sugar
Maple, Elm, Hickory,
Linden) - Plant at least 
35 feet from pole, street
light or NES equipment.
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The degree to which a tree is trimmed depends on 
several factors: the tree species, voltage of surrounding
power lines, and the proximity of power lines to 
those branches. 

NES MINIMUM CLEARANCE STANDARDS

12' CLEARANCE - Hackberry, Silver Maple, Pine,
Sycamore, Poplar, Ailanthus

10' CLEARANCE - Elm, Hickory, Linden

15' CLEARANCE - NES Transmission Lines

8' CLEARANCE - Oak, Spruce, Sugar Maple

6' CLEARANCE - Cedar, Magnolia

Low-voltage NES service
lines and main telephone
and cable lines attached
to NES poles typically
require 1 foot to 3 feet
of clearance.

Neutral secondary
NES service lines
require 6 feet of
clearance.

Shrub
Zone

Shrub
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Trimming Zone

Did You Know?
Since 2002, NES has planted more than
10,000 trees in the Greater Nashville area
through its Tree Replacement Program.
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